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ABOUT THESE NEWS NOTES 


Monthly publ ic of the Central Committee 
for Conscient lous Objectors, this issue of NEWS 
NOTES is being mailed to an expanded list, in addi- 
tion to contributors and regular correspondents of 


the Committee. 


ation 


Established last August following passage of 
the 1948 Selective Service Act, the CCCO strives 
to maintain rights of conscience by counselling 
and assisting all conscientious objectors who seek 
its aid. Jt is currently helping to arrange legal 
counsel for men facing prosecution; visiting C.0.’s 
in prison and working for their unconditional re- 
lease; advising correspondentson problems connect- 
ed with Selective Service; and publishing infor- 


nation in these field 


} , } ! ¥ 
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2/1/49 - Donald Laughlin, 
(Waterloo, Iowa, Judge Henry Graven) 
2/4/49 - T. Gilbert Butler, 60 days 
Ala., Judge Clarence Mullins) 
2/15/49 - Eston Rockwell, 
(Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
2/16/49 - 
& 1 


18 months (Toledo, 


Judge 


Arlo Tatum, 18 months 
Iowa, 


Harold Burnham, 18 months 


(Birmingham, 


Herbert Smith, 
, Judge Graven. ) 
Robert Reuman, Wm. Robert Young, 
(Philadelphia, Judge Guy K. 


18 months 
Henry 
l year 


day, Bard. ) 


The following men have been given two years 
probation to work for the American Friends’ Ser- 
vice Committee: 
11/15/48 - James S. 

J. Cullen Ganey) 
1/25/49 - Claire 

Bos Igoe) 

The follo 
position of 
ALABAMA: Ma 

Guindon 
CALIFORNIA: 
GEORGIA:. L. 
ILLINOIS: 

Wi xom, 


Lovett (Philadelphia, Judge 


Street (Chicago, Judge 


Michael 
wing men are under arrest pending dis- 
their cases:: 


Rockwell, 


rvin Howard Rockwell, Wil forc 
Robert Cannon, Robert Richter 

Millard Hunt, Jack 
Greg Votaw, Robert 
Craig Wilder 


INDIANA: Art 
ald Hay 


Singletary 


ory Beach, Ro be r 


iin L. Saeger Jr., Rollin Pepper, Ger- 
nes, Amos Brokaw, Richard Shufflebarger, 
William Wildman, Stephen Simon, Fr 
son, Charles Frantz 


IOWA: Eston Rockwell, 


(Continued on page 6) 


ancis Hender- 


Herbert Smith 


AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS 


RISON AND COURT MANUAL FOR C.0.’s (40 pp, 50¢, 3 
for $1.25, 35¢ each for 10ormore.) What happens 
to the C.O. in court and behind prison bars. 


6 AND ALL THAT (13 pp. mimeo, 10¢). Cites or 
quotes 46 authorities from Socrates to Poose- 
velt on the prior claim of ‘‘the higher law.” 
» Includes a section on the Nuremburg trials. 
mimeo, 10¢). The 
story of Austin Regier and Kingsley Widmer, told 
in their own words, andtaken from court records. 
J}. S. v. CATES and WILLIAMS (court transcript, 3] 
pp. mimeo, 25¢), The full testimony of the 
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UNITED STATES v. GERALD WILLIAMS 
The Case History of a Conscientious O 


Vinalhaven, Maine After receiving this letter 
September 19, 1948 liams sugs sting he cal] in 
Knox County Draft Board, and he came in this morning. 
Rockland, Maine. out to this boy certain 
in refusal to register. 


Dear Sir: . 


For your further in forr 
x in India; his father was a 
This is to inform you that I have not register- he has been living in Vinalha 
ed for the draft. I am aware that this is somewhat time and has no trade or profess 
of an irregular procedure, but assure you I have 
arrived at this position on principle, and only 
after much inquiry into the nature and purpose of 
military conscription, and into my own personal Res 
Peacetime conscription, inmy belief, will never 
prevent war. It is in itself an act of War. The 
preparation that has been spent in this country 
towards building a formidable war machine, wil] October 13, 1948. 
, ave — . stening catactror " 
only have the effect of hastening catastrophe. It Mr. Gerald Willians, 


e 
Vinalhaven, Maine. 


} 


This is apparently a matter to be tal 
the United States District Attomey’s of fice. 


pectfully, 
ARRY S. STEWART, Chairs 
Knox County Local Board, 


is inevitable that we reap what we sow, that if we 
prepare for War, we will reap War. 


At a time like this, to accept a military con- ‘Dear Sir: 

scription based on the unlimited destructive capa- 

city of moder warfare, is nothing short of in- Your letter of September 19, 1948, 

sanity. Is it possible, in the face of the know- ferred to this office. 

ledge that the atomic disintegration of the world 

is theoretically possible, to engage in play that 

builds armies and air-forces, and makes us in- 

creasingly economically dependent on the possi- If you maintain your present at 
t bility of War? be very likely to result in impr 
extended period of time. I feel th: 
that there may be certain considera 


Your position leaves no ‘alterné 
to us except to prosecute under the 


Before such great stakes, military conscription 
becomes a weapon of irresponsibility. It is the <p 
weapon of irresponsibility which chericterized the have not taken into account ™ this f 
collapse of every great military state. might possibly result in you altering 

The International Military Jharter (at Nurem- pee ? 7 
burg) states that “the fact the defendant acted ? I should, therefore, “iss to dis 
pursuant to order of his goverment shall not free with you. If you can Long he to me 
him from responsibility.’ Yet in the same way we a definite date when it will be po pe 
are being required to acquiesce to a military pro- to come, I shall arrange to be free « 
gram which carries all the potential fury of pes- ments at that time. 
tilence, murder and starvation. We shall'surely . 
be held inresponsibility for whatever destruction Very truly yours, 
there ensues to our civilization. ALTON A. LESSARD 
United States Attor ney 


a 


I believe in the moral independence of the in- 
‘dividual. I believe in the right of a private BY: EDWARD J. HARRIGAN, 
vision of the public good. My action therefore Assistant United Stat. 
stands as a protest against the progressive mili- On the 28th of December, as a 
tarization of mankind. preliminaries, the case of U. S. v. 


Sincerely, together with that of U. S. v. Cates 
GERALD WILLIAMS registrant) was called in the 
John D. Clifford in Portland. 
September 27, 1948 MR. LESSARD (U.S. Atty.)...at any 
tence, the United States Attorney’ 
be willing to allow the men to wit! 
plea of guilty and make a motion 
because as I say the position of t 
Attorney’s officeis to obtain complian: 
prosecution. 
THE COURT: Mr. Williams, do 
the United States Attormey 


State Director of Selective Service 
151 Water Street, 
Augusta, Maine. 


Dear Sir: 
We enclose copy of letter from one Gerald Wil- 
PY 


liams, whose present residence is Vinalhaven, : 
Maine. MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. 














THE COURT: That he is willing, even at this late 
moment, after you have pleaded guilty, to ask 
that this indictment be dismissed if you will 
reconsider. You understand that? 


MR. WILLIAMS: I do. 
THE COURT: Are you willing to reconsider? 
MR. WILLIAMS: I am sorry; I take the same position. 


MR. HARRIGAN (Asst. U.S. Atty.) I think, your honor, 
perhaps I should make some comnient on this sit- 
uation as I see it, The law is plain, and the 
offense is self-evident. It is significant that 
neither of these defendants seem to realize the 
distinction between agression and sel f-defense. 
Furthermore, all of them cite Gandhi, andI think 
that is the key of their behavior. For despite 
their contentions, perhaps honestly believed, 
that this is a matter of conscience, it is not 
so when you examine it closely. 


It is an attempt to introduce into the United 
States the principle and practice of “civil dis- 
obedience” as carried out in certain foreign 
countries. Such a procedure, if indulged in by 
any considerable number of people, and if ex- 
tended to other laws which groups of citizens 
might disapprove of, could only result in the 
breaking down of law and order and our system 
of self-government. 


THE COURT: Mr. Williams, will you step over here, 
please. 


MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, J have refused to regis- 
ter for the draft. I have done this hecause, 
for whatever reason or expedient registration 
is condoned, it nevertheless remains an integral 
part of the military system, andis an essential 
step in the psychological and military prepara- 
tion for war. Without registration there would 
be no conscription; without conscription there 
would be no army or navy; and without the amy 
and navy there would likely be no war. 


I have disobeyed this law because it is my be- 
lief that military conscription is clearly a 
preparation for war, and only implicates us 
further in the possibility of war. It repres- 
ents a departure from the American tradition of 
freedom and personal responsibility, for it is 
an authoritarian measure introduced as an ex- 
pedient for security in exactly the same manner 
that authoritarian measurers were introduced in 
Italy, Spain, Germany and Russia as temporary 
securities against agression. It seems to me to 
bear a dangerous similarity to what has been 
criticized in Germany and Russia. It was the 
acquiescence to the demand that they put their 
bodies and consciences in hands they may not 
question, and over which they had no control, 
that allowed the people of Russia and Germany 
to come under the domination of totalitarian 
regimes. 


If it was courageous and noble and of benefit 
to the cause of liberty and justice to oppose 
Nazism introduced and upheld by law, and main- 
tained in equal diplomatic respect by other 
nations until the outbreak of the war - why is 


it wrong to oppose in this country a measure 


which sets in motion, in whatever refined or 


smaller manner, the same dangerous machinery 
of destruction that foretold the unnatural down- 
fall of Germany. 

If there were men in Russia today who would re- 
fuse on conscientious grounds to takea personal 
part in their government’s military and politi- 
cal preparations for war, they would certainly 
find Americans sympathetic. Yet a person with 
possibly identical scruples in this country 1s 
a criminal. In my mind, my action in refusing 
to register for the draft directly parallels 
these instances. Militarism and war preparation 
are the same, whether in Russia or Germany or 
America. For they all subscribe to the doctrine 
that the ends justify the means, even when tho 
means are diametrically opposed in nature to 
those ends. 

By what I have done I do not mean to imply dis- 
respect for the law. I believe that there are 
good laws, and there are bad laws, and that it 
is the duty of the responsible citizen to obey 
those laws which confer benefit to people, and 
object to those which do not benefit people. 
Disobedience of the law does not necessarily 
imply disrespect for the law. Nor does disobed- 
ience of certain laws, even the onen violation 
of then, mean irresponsibility and the disinte- 
gration of democracy and representative govem- 
ment. Instances in American history, such as 
the Boston Tea Party, the Fugitive Slave Law, 
and Prohibition, tend to prove it otherwise. 


violation of the Fugitive Slave Law by New En; 

landers is, to my mind, an historical paralle] 
of my violation of the present conscript law. 
The Fugitive Slave Law made it mandatory for 
citizens tohunt down and return run-away slaves. 
This law showed that slavery in those times 
was not static, but was becoming aggressive and 
dangerous. When people saw that slavery was wrong 
they openly violated the law which upheld slav- 
ery, and by doing so they started events which 
ledto the greatest emancipation in modern times. 
If my disobedience of the Selective Service Act 

has anything in common with the disobedience 
of men like John Brown and Ralph Waldo Emerson 
for the Fugitive Slave Law, it is because we 
both discover that an institution of our times 
has become aggressive and dangerous, and that 
the responsibility for eliminating it begins at 
home. 


If I may have the liberty of saying so,the 


} 


THE COURT: It becomes my unpleasant duty to impose 


sentence in accordance with the law. The sen- 
ence will be two years. 


THE CLERK: Frederick Gerald Williams, the Court 


having considered the offenseof which you stand 
convicted directs that you be punished by suf- 
fering imprisonment for the term of two years, 


and that you be committed to the custody of the 
Attorney General, who will designate the pl: 


of confinement where this senten¢ 


oye 
s Li DE 
served. And that you stand committed in execu- 
tion of this sentence. 


(Note: The above recordhas been greatly abridged. ) 





THESE PRISONERS 


When Gerald Williams received a two year term 
in the case din the preceding pages, the 
judge described his action as “my unpleasant duty 
to impose sentence in accordance with the law.” 
This Safeianes to an alleged duty under the law to 
imprison conscientious objectors, no matter how 
much they may dislike the task, has characterized 
the sentencing speechesof the mostof the 19 judges 
so far involved in these cases. It is made to ap- 
pear that imprisonment is the inevitable outcome 
of such law disobedience, no matter how conscien- 
tious or sincere. 

Likewise for objector, with 
the judge’s sentence still ringing in his ears, 
there is something terribly final in the sound of 
the jail house door crashing shut behind him. 


describe 


the conscientious 


But the imprisonment of conscientious objectors 
is neither inevitable nor final. 

Under present law, a judge has no “duty” to 
impose a prison sentence, let alone one as long as 
two years. And there is nothing final about a 
C.0. having to serve this sentence; the govemment 
has ample power, under the law, to free him. 

Men of principle and religion are being throw 
in jail all over this country today for exactly 
the same reason that Himmler was able to operate 
his concentration camps: because of public apathy 
and ignorance. They will be freed when enough 
people realize that this abrogation of religious 
liberty threatens their own freedom and the very 
structure of den 
demand that the 
the prison gates. 

It can be done, through the 
laws governing prot 


bation, 
sentence, of pardon. 


ocracy, and when these same people 
government use its power to open 
use of existing 
parole, commutation of 
President Truman muted 
Poston’s notorious Mayor Curley 
ed only a few menths; 
involved in the Kan 

al] jud ge S 


rious criminal cases coming 


the sentence of 
after he had serv 
most of those 
frauds. Feder 
of the se 
in 1946-7, 
is constantly re] 
liquor law : 

To failtouse these powers in existing consci- 
entious objector cases means only that Government 
officials wish punish conscience, and they ex- 
pect the public to acquiesce in this denial of 
democracy. 

Here are some of the facts: 

The United States code provides that a judge, 
when “the ends of justice and the best interests 
of the public as well as the defendant will be 
subserved thereby,” has the “to suspend the 
imposition or execution of sentence and to place 
the defendant upon probation for such period and 
upon such temns and conditions as they deem best.’ 

The United States Poard of Parole (whose mem- 
bers are appointed by and serve at the pleasure of 
the Attorney General) has the power to release on 


parole “under such terms and conditions...as the 


he pardoned 
City vote 
anted ciedachen in 38% 
before them 
United States Toard of Parole 
easing embezzlers, robbers, or 
violators 


anc 


I owe Tr 


Board s ll prescri ’ any pri 
opinion } 


** defiant,” too; 


CAN BE FREED 


patible with the welfare of society, 
prisoner has served one-third 


after the 
of his sentence. 

In view of these statutes, which from the 
standpoint of the law would seem to be tailor made 
for just such a Situation as this, it is reason- 
able to ask why the first non-registrant to come up 
for parole has been denied and why probation has 
been granted in only 5% of the cases so far (and 
then under discriminatory conditions), as against 
38% for “run-of-the-mill” federal offenders. 

The answers the judges have given (and the 
thinking is much the same regarding parole) fall 
into several categories: 

(1) If “leniency” is extended, it is argued, it 
will encourage other violators; thus the C.Q. must 
be punished to deter others. By this reasoning no 
probations or paroles would ever be granted. In 
representative state courts in 1944, probation was 
granted to 38% of those convicted of auto theft; 
34% forgery and counterfeiting, 26% rape. Does 
this mean that those judges were encouraging auto 
theft, forgery, and rape? Especially under today’s 
suspended Selective Service, can anyone seriously 
think that a draft “ would be so inept as 
to “defy the law” andearn a felony record to carry 
through life with him? 

(2) Probation and parole have been frequently 
denied C.0.’s because they will not ‘‘abide by the 
conditions” imposed. These conditions are created 
by the judges; they are neither embodied in nor 
required by the law. Under the law, if it was 
deemed in the best interests of society and justice, 
C.0.’s could be placed on probation or praole with- 
out any restrictive conditions whatsoever. 

(3) The C.O. is punished because he is “defiant, 
a word which crops up with monotonous regularity 
in almost every court record. Defined as used by 
the judges, ‘'defiance” means simply that the de- 
fendant will not alter his religious or mora] 
beliefs at the behest of the court. og vite was 
and so was Pythagorus and Jesus and 
Buddha and William Penn, and every man who has 
stood by his principles in the face of organized 
opposition. 

The question asked by the imprisonment of these 
C.0.’s boils down to this: does it serve ‘‘the ends 
of justice and the best interests of the public” 
to make convicts of sore of our finest young men, 
solely because they oppose a law many persons be- 
lieve is leading us straight to World War III? 

The fact that we are doing this must be forced 
through the iron curtain of silence and ignorance 
and placed on the conscience of America. The 
weight of public opinion must bear down upon local 
judges, Congressmen, the U. S. Board of Parole, 
Attorney General Tom Clark and President Truman. 
The lifeblood of democracy is the latitude and 
freedom it gives to wide variation of individual 
belief. The religious liberty which is our hard won 
heritage Papert as long asa single prisoner is 

for his convictions. Th key can 


will to turn it is aroused. 


” 


dodger 

















Be 
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BRITAIN RELEASES GREEN 


(Continued from page 1) 


Thus refusal to take a medical examination, by 
those whose claim to C.O. recognition has been 
denied, is ‘the usual] reason for jailing a British 
C.0., andthe sentences range from one to six 
months. As during World War II, prison terms for 
objectors who violate the law are markedly shorter 
than in the United States. 


It is not an offense in Britain to counsela man 
to refuse to register under the National Service 
Acts, although the law at this point is a little 
vague. What is called incitement to disaffection 
is usually regarded as an attempt to persuade a 
serving soldier not to carry out his duties. 


It is noteworthy that no particular religious 
position is expected of British C.0.’s. London’ s 
Central Board for Conscientious Objectors recent- 
ly published an analysis of categories of objeci 
tors, divided into Religious, General, and Politi- 
cal, the latter including a solitary communist. 


Dutch Version of CPS 


More than 700 men have applied for recognition 
as C.0.’s in Holland since the end of the German 
occupation, and about 500 of these have been sent 
to special work camps resembling CPS, where they 
do civilian work, mostlyof an agricultural nature. 
They receive the pay and leave privileges ofa 
soldier. 

Of those denied C.0. status, some have heen de- 
clared medically unfit, but the majority have 
appeared before a court martial. Some are recog- 
nized at this point, others given prison sentences 
ranging up to 5% years. A psychiatrist is attached 
to the court in these trials, in an attempt to 
determine the reasons for a man’s objections. 


Hein van Wijk, attorney who has defended many 
C.0.’s and who sends us this information, believes 
strongly in the necessity of psychiatric examina- 
tion in all C.0. cases (perhaps Dutch psychiatrists 
are more impartial), and in an international agree- 
ment for the recognition of C.0.’s to do alter- 
native work. 


THE COURT REPORTER bs 


(Continued from page 2) 
NEW YORK: Wilbur Rippy, Charles Bell, James Neu- 
hauser, Edgar Norton 
OHIO: Robert Somers, Douglas Parker, William Pro- 
basco 
The following are the institutions in which 
C.0.’s are currently confined; while Federal cen- 
sorship limits prisoners to7 correspondents, 
letters are open delivered, though they cannot 
be answered: * 





ts, extra 


Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn.: 
Ralph Cook, Newton Garver, Paul Cates, Gerald 
Williams, Harold Flakser. 


U. S. Penitentiary, Lewisburg, Pa.: Sander Katz. 


Federal Correctional Institution, Sandstone 
J. Kinsley Widmer, Austin Regier. 


U. S. Prison Camp, Mill Point, W. Va.: Norman Moody. 


U. S. Prison Camp, Tucson, Ariz.: Philip Howard, 
Arthur Emlen, Atlee Shidler, Walte: Coppock, Jr., 
Gilbert E. McFadden. 


San Francisco (Calif.) County Jail: Robert Meyners, 
Robert McInnes. 


U. S. Medical Center, Springfield, Mo.: Herbert 
Standing, Leland Standing, Russell Henderson, 
David Jensen, David Wyman, Harvey Marshall, Her- 
bert Hoover, Henry Standing, Arlo Tatum. 


, Minn.: 


Federal Correctional Institution, La Tuna, Tex.: 
Joseph Craigmyle. 


COUNSELLING TRIALS SET 


Trial date for Larry Gara, 26 vear old Bluffton 
(Ohio) College dean of men, has been set for 
March 9 before Judge Frank L. Kloeb at Toledo. 

Gara is charged in two counts with having 
counselled non-registration generally, and with 
specifically urging Charles Rickert (recently 
jailed Rluffton non-registrant) not to register. 

Gara’s counsel has asked dismissal of the first 
count because of its vague and general nature and 
its failure to specify the dates and locations of 
the alleged violations. Gara will be represented 
in court by Gustavus Ghlinger, Toledo, and Francis 
Heisler, Ghicago. 
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